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THE FSM REGISTRATION PROBLEM

11% of children entitled to free school meals (FSM) are not registered

C. 200,000 children are missing out on a free school meal

Struggling families miss out on additional benefits, like Holiday

Activities & Uniform grants, that are dependent on FSM registration

Schools miss out on disadvantage-related funding, such as Pupil

Premium, worth £1,455 per pupil ’

WHAT IS THE FIXOURFOOD PROJECT DOING?

¢ Conducting action oriented research to investigate ways to deliver auto-enrolment processes to ensure all children entitled
to FSM are identified and registered

¢ Developing and sharing activities, processes and resources to support local authorities to set up enrolment of FSM

e Conducting an evaluation of the implementation & impact of auto-enrolment processes with 20 local authorities

THE AUTO-ENROLMENT PROCESS EARLY FINDINGS

IDENTIFY NEW PUPILS REGISTER ADDITIONAL DELIVER IMPACT In the 1Ist year of launch,
FSM PUPILS FSM AUTO-ENROLMENT in 5

LAs has led to...
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e Setting up internal ¢ Combine benefits data- Entitled children receive registrations

governance, processes sets FSM
& communications o Confirm new claimants Pupil premium funding
o Agreeing legal & data through eligibility for schools Additional school income
protection usage checking systems Additional FSM Proxy including
o Allow families to opt-out benefits

CASE STUDY OF LAMBETH COUNCIL PROGRESS IN THE 20
AUTO-ENROLMENT PROCESS LOCAL AUTHORITIES WE

The London based local authority was keen to set up a process to support the auto- ARE WORKING WITH
enrolment of eligible families to free school meals due to the benefits it could bring
to families and schools. Lambeth benefited from sharing processes, activities and
governance from other LAs in the FixOurFood project. Their new ‘opt-out, auto-
award process’ led to an additional 340 pupils across primary and secondary schools
being identified and then registered to receive free school meals. 79% of those
newly identified were from BAME communities. 50% did not speak English as a first
language. 89% were from lone parent households. This highlights the importance
this process has on equality duties. Future work and improved processes are
required to identify and auto-enrol eligible children attending schools outside of the
borough they live in, as well as ensuring all families on Universal Credit benefits are
being captured.
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